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Series of Islamic Principles 


How the 
Prophet $ 
Prayed 


Shaykh 'Abdul-Azlz bin 
’Abdulllah bin Baz 




In the Name of AUah, the Most 
Gracious, the Most Merciful 

About the Series 

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the 
world. Blessings and peace be upon the 
leaders of the early and latter genera- 
tions, our leader Muhammad & and also 
upon his family and his Companions. 

This Series is directed to the general 
Muslims, compassing of a very easy and 
simple language, but with a strong con- 
tent. It serves for a Muslim 1 * fundamen- 
tal needs wherever he may be. 

Muhammad bin Ismah'L Al- Bukhari report- 
ed on the authority of Talhah bin ‘Ubaid- 
ullah, who narrated: A man from the 


-d> 


people of Najd with unkempt hair came 
to Allah’s Messenger m and we heard his 
loud voice but could not understand what 
he was saying, till he came near (and we 
heard that) he was asking about Islam. 
Allah’s Messenger .# said: “You have to 
perform five prayers in a day and night” 
The man asked, “Are there any other 
prayers upon me? He is said: “No, but 
if you want to perform the voluntary 
prayers”. Allah’s Messenger said: "You 
have to observe fasts during the month 
of Ramadan.” The man asked, "Are there 
any other fasting upon me”? Allah’s Mes- 
senger & replied, "No, but if you want 
to observe the voluntary fasts.” Then Al- 
lah's Messenger & said to him, "You have 
to pay the obligatory charity”. The man 
asked, “Is there any thing other than the 
obligatory charity for me to pay?” Allah’s 
Messenger & said: “No, unless you want 


to give voluntary alms of your own.” And 
then that man turned away saying, “By 
Allah! I will neither do less nor more than 
this.” He s* said, “If what he said is true, 
then he will be successful.” 

Muslim reported on the authority of Su- 
fyan bin Abdullah, who said: “I said, 0 
Messenger of Allah tell me something 
about Islam that I will not need to ask 
anyone about after you (according to the 
narration of Abu Usamah, “other than 
you.") He *s said: “Say: l believe in Al- 
lah, then adhere firmly to that.” 

In this series we carefully rely on the 
Book of Allah, the authentic Sunno/i of 
His Prophet and the sayings of the fa- 
mous scholars, so that it may illuminate 
the path of guidance for the one who 
seeks it. 

We ask Allah, the All-High, the All-Mag- 



nificent to accept from us this blessed 
work, to make it sincere for Allah’s Noble 
Face, to make it useful for the people, 
and to remove hardships through it. 

May the blessings of Allah, be upon His 
Prophet Muhammad, his family and all 
his Companions, and on those who follow 
them till the Day of Resurrection. 

Servant of the Book and the Surmoh 

Abdul Malik Mujahid 
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Introduction 


Praise be to Allah, alone, and mercy and 
peace be upon His slave and Messenger, 
our Prophet, Muhammad m, his family 
and companions. To proceed: 

From 'Abdul- ‘AzTz ibn Abdullah ibn Baz: 
These are a few concise words concerning 
the details of how the Prophet ft prayed, 
which I wanted to present to every Mus- 
lim, so that each person who reads it can 
strive to take him ft as an example in it, 
as he ft said: 

* ; * „ * 

“Pray as you have seen me pray, 1 * 
(Narrated by Al- Bukhari, ) 

And these are the details for the reader: 




1 . One should perform ablution ( wudu *), 
performing it as Allah has commanded 
him to do so, thus implementing His, 
the Exalted, saying, 
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0 you who believe! When you in- 
tend to offer af-salat (the prayer), 
wash your faces and your hands 
(forearms) up to the elbows, rub 
(by passing wet hands over) your 
heads, and (wash) your feet up to 
ankles; 


As well as the saying of the Prophet 

jdb V 1 
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"No salah is accepted without rit- 
ual purification, 1 ' 

The wudu* According to the Prophet 

1* The wudu ’ is to wash specific parts 
of the body and to wipe other parts 
with pure water that can be used for 
purification, in observation of what 
Allah has sent down in His Book and 
what the Sunnoh of His Messenger ^ 
clarified* 

Allah, the Exalted, says, 



0 you who believe! When you in- 
tend to offer ot salot , wash your 
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faces and your hands (forearms) 
up to the elbows, mb (by passing 
wet hands over) your heads, and 
(wash) your feet up to ankles. 


The Messenger of Allah m said, 
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“The prayer of a person who 
does hadath (passes urine, stool 
or wind) is not accepted until he 
performs ablution/' (Al-Bukhan 
and Muslim) 


2, ff you go to make wudu J , make the 
intention in your heart to do so, since 
actions are according to their inten- 
tions (Al-Bukhan and Muslim), and do 
not move your tongue while making 
the intention as it is not from the Sun- 
nah of the Prophet 




3 , Then say, 



"BismiUah (In the Name of 
Allah), 1 " 

because he said, 

>1 Jk p pj ijlj )» 
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'There is no wudu T for the person 
who did not mention Allah's name 
over it,” (Ahmad, Abu Dawud, I bn 
Majah, and others)* 

4, Then, wash your palms (Al-Bukhan 
and Muslim), 

5, Then, rinse your mouth and inhale 
(sniff) water into the nose with the 
right hand, both with one scoop of 
water (AL-Bukhan and Muslim), and 
exaggerate in doing that, except if 




3 . He should make takhTratat-ihram (the 
initial takblr that commences the 
prayer) saying, Aliahu Akbar, keeping 
his vision [tuned] to the place where 
he would place his forehead in pros- 
tration, 

A . He should raise his hands when do- 
ing takbTratat-ihrdm , parallel to his 
shoulders or to his ears. 


5. He should place his hands on his 
chest, the right hand being over the 
left hand, the wrist, and the forearm, 
since that is authentically reported 
from the Prophet S. 


6, It is preferable to read the opening 
prayer which is, 

\J> 
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pLaJL 

Allahumma, bold baynT wa 
bayna khatayaya kama ba'adto 
baynai-mashriqi wat-magh- 

rib. Altahumma, naqqinT min 
khatayaya kama yunaqqath- 
thawbul-abyadu minad-donas . 

AildhummaghsiinT mm khatayaya 
bit-ma* wath tholji wai-barad 

“0 ALlahl Set me apart from my 
sins as the East and West are set 
apart from each other, 0 Allahl 
clean me from my sins as a white 
garment is cleansed of dirt [after 
washing], 0 Allah! Wash off my 
sins with water, snow and hail.” 

If he wishes, he may instead say, 

<H>- 


ed hodTths in that regard. 


7. He should bow saying takbTr (Allahu 
Akbar ), raising his hands parallel to 
his shoulders or his ears, and then 
making his head level with his back, 
placing his hands on his knees with his 
fingers spread apart. He should be at 
ease in his bowing and say, 


Subhana Rahbiyab'AzJm 
“\ exalt my Lord, the Great,” 


It is best that he repeat this three times 
or more. It is preferred to say along with 
that, 
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"I exalt You, 0 Allah, engrossed 
in Your praise. 0 Allah, forgive 




me. 


S. He should raise his head from bowing, 
raising his hands parallel to his shoul- 
ders or his ears, uttering, 


“Allah 

Him,” 


hears whoever praises 


If he was leading the prayer or praying 
individually, he should say white stand- 
ing. 
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“Our Lord, for You is much good 
and blessed praise, filling the 
heavens and filling the earth, and 


him. Then, he should do just as he did 
in the first rak'ah. 

13. If the salah consists of two rok'ofts, 
such as AtTajr, and Al-Jumu'ah ( Fri - 
day prayer) or Td p he should [remain} 
seated after rising from the second 
prostration, erecting his right foot 
and laying his left foot flat, placing his 
right hand on his right thigh, clench* 
ing all of his fingers together except 
his index finger, pointing with it as an 
indication of the singularity of Allah, 
If he only clenches his hand with his 
pinky and ring fingers and makes a 
ring with his thumb and middle finger, 
and points with the index finger, then 
that would also be good, since both 
manners [of pointing] were authenti* 
cally reported from the Prophet It 
would be best to do one sometimes 
and the other one at other times. He 




should place his left hand on his left 
thigh and knee. In this seated [posi- 
tion] he should recite the tashahhud. 
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At-tahiyatu U l-lahi was-satawatu 
wattayyibatu. As-wlamu ‘atayka 
aiyuhan-Nabiyu wa rahmatul lahi 
wq barakatuh , As-salamu ‘olayna 
wa *qIq *ibddH-tahis sotihTn , Ash- 
hodu ot-la ildha Htallah, wq ash- 
hadu anna Muhammadan 1 obduhu 
wa Rasutuh. 


All compliments, prayers, and 
good things are due to Allah; 




